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earned patent tenrt adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1 and 22, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Regarding claim 2, there is no antecedent basis for "the confirmation and/or 
validation". Further, the claimed limitation is contradicted to the independent claim 1; 
wherein claim 1 the confirmation /activation mean is intended to be different from the 
touch-sensitive key. 

Regarding claim 12, there is no antecedent basis for "the data inputting system". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5 and 12-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Besson [4,257,1 17]. 

Besson discloses an electronic watch having a case [6]; with touch 
sensitive/capacitive sensor keys [1-3] deposited on the lower surface of a crystal [4] for 
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controlling the functions of the watch; a display mean; an electronic data processing 
circuit identifying the touch-sensitive key activated by touching/applying force to said 
key switches/strain gauge with a finger to activate a selected function [figure 1]. 

As understood by the examiner, the touch sensitive keys are part of the 
timepiece; therefore touching/applying pressure on the keys accomplished the 
confirmation and/or activation of the electronic function, since applicant did not 
differentiated the selecting means/keys and confirmation and/or selecting mean (such 
as the timepiece casing as discloses in the specification). 

Besson discloses the claimed invention except for means to emit an acoustic 

signal. 

The examiner takes official notice that it is known in the horological art to include 
acoustic feedback to the user to indicate input data acceptance. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
include such acoustic feedback in Besson as an indication a desire input was accepted. 
Furthermore, Besson discloses an electronic watch comprising electronic circuits, which 
is "able" to include means "able" to perform a function. 

Regarding claims 3 and 4. Besson discloses wherein the switches/strain guage 
are in the casing but not its specific location. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to bonded the switches/strain guage to the back cover of the case, 
since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in 
the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 
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Regarding claims 22-25, the method steps are necessitated by the apparatus 
structure. 

Claims 6-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Besson as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Brown [3,626,256]. 

Besson discloses the claimed invention except for the specific structure of the 
strain gauge. 

Brown discloses a strain gauge device and a method of making the device 
comprising the usage of layers of ceramic and metal layers [abstract]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to use the teaching of Brown with Besson for the purpose of easily 
and simply bonding to the structural member to be measured. 

Regarding claims 21, Besson discloses the claimed invention except for the 
display being an analogue time display. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to an analogue display mean since it was well known in the art for 
time displaying. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Stewart [5,940,349]; Chiang [4,995,015]; Kuschel etal 
[5,742,564]; linuma [3.777.472]. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh S Phan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2109. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David S Martin can be reached on 571-272-2107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



tsp 




TECHi\iuLUoY CENTER 2800 



